Wilmington Police Department
Media Advisory
Wednesday, January 4, 2012 – 5:15 p.m.
 
News organizations are invited to attend a media briefing on Thursday morning at 10:00 a.m. to preview a powerful new database for investigating stolen property cases. 
 
The briefing will be conducted in the line-up room at WPD Headquarters, 615 Bess Street.
 
The Wilmington Police Department is purchasing a subscription to the online software through the generosity of Alan Perry of Perry’s Emporium in Wilmington. Mr. Perry will present a check to Police Chief Ralph Evangelous at tomorrow’s briefing.
 
Investigators from WPD’s Criminal Investigations Division will be on hand to demonstrate the capabilities of the system. For more information about the software, see  http://www.leadsonline.com.
# # # #
Wilmington Police Department
MEDIA ADVISORY
Wednesday, January 4, 2011 - 9:10 p.m.

We have fielded numerous inquiries this evening about a vehicle pursuit that occurred late Wednesday afternoon. WPD officers were involved, due to this Department's participation in the FBI Safe Streets Task Force. 

As with all Task Force cases, there is unlikely to be much information released about the circumstances that led to the pursuit. The FBI spokesperson for our region is Shelley Lynch. Her cell phone number is 704-654-7481.

You may have heard that the suspect struck a law enforcement vehicle in the course of this afternoon's events. If there are any charges in connection with this part of the incident, they will be state (rather than federal) charges. Additional details will be released tomorrow as circumstances allow. 

Wilmington Police Department
Media Update
Friday, January 6, 2012 – 8:30 p.m.

The WPD Traffic Unit officer investigating this morning’s fatal crash has submitted his preliminary report which confirms the following details:

New Hanover County Deputy Dombrowski was traveling westbound on the Martin Luther King, Jr., Parkway in the far left lane next to the grassy median. The driver of the other vehicle, Jimmy Jay Furr of Leland, was traveling eastbound in the same lane as the Deputy, but was traveling in the wrong direction.

Two witnesses in a car traveling west in the center lane reported that Mr. Furr’s car (Silver Kia) passed them going the wrong way, and then they saw it collide head on with the Deputy’s patrol vehicle. 

Mr. Furr, age 50, was not wearing a seatbelt and was killed on impact. Deputy Dombrowski was wearing a seatbelt and the airbag in his vehicle deployed upon impact. He was transported to New Hanover Regional Medical Center for treatment of his injuries.

Based on witness accounts, the Deputy’s car was traveling at approximately 50 miles per hour just prior to the crash. Preliminary evidence indicates that the other vehicle probably was traveling at about the same speed. In other words, excessive speed does not appear to have been a factor in the collision.

Contrary to a rumor circulating earlier today, the investigating officer has found no indication that Mr. Furr’s vehicle veered across the median just prior to the crash. It has not yet been determined why, or for how long, Mr. Furr had been traveling in the wrong direction in the westbound lanes.

According to the WPD Traffic Unit investigator, there are no contributing factors assigned to Deputy Dombrowski. 

Alcohol or drug use on the part of the other driver (the deceased) will be determined by a toxicologist’s report.

This case is still under investigation.

Wilmington Police Department

Activity Report - summary of significant incidents

January 6 – 7, 2012 

 

Case#:2012-000756

Time: 3:22 a.m. – Saturday

Location: 2500 block Oleander Drive

Offense: Attempted 1st Degree Burglary                                                  

Summary: WPD officers responded for a report of a B & E in progress. Upon their arrival, the male resident of the house told officers that a man had entered the screened porch. When the intruder tried to open the back door, he triggered an alarm, waking the resident. The resident spotted the man on the porch and made him leave. Officers formed a perimeter in the area and found the suspect in the 1500 block of Live Oak Parkway. Rickie Lynn Godwin, d.o.b. 9-12-1964, was charged with attempted 1st degree burglary. He is in custody at the New Hanover County detention facility under $15,000 bond. His photo is attached.
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Additional significant incident:

A WPD officer obtained 15 warrants on Alfred Conrad Ihnken, d.o.b. 6-13-1993, of Wilmington, for property damage in the form of graffiti. Ihnken was arrested for “tagging” in the downtown area, i.e., defacing property with the word “BADGER.” After being booked early Saturday morning, Ihnken posted bond and was released. His booking photo is attached. 
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