
Land Development 

Regulations 

Overview



Purpose of Zoning

 Protect health, safety & welfare

 Balance community goals w/private property 

rights

 Protect property values

 Ensure reasonable use of property

 Support comprehensive plan vision and 

recommendations



Keys to Successful Ordinances

 Predictability

 Flexibility

 Consistent and fair treatment

 Decision standards & criteria

 Clear, concise language

 Timely decisions



Project Objectives

Assess all land development regulations

 Identify regulatory short-comings

Recommend improvements

Define appropriate content for LDO

Zoning Storm water

Subdivision Technical standards

Tree 

Landscape

Signs

Parking



Input – Common Themes

 Density and height

 Flexibility

 Expedited reviews

 Incentives

 Affordable housing

 Project tracking



Stakeholder Input

 Performance guarantees

 Development handbook

 Technical standards

 Historic preservation commission

 TRC

 Conditional zoning

 Tree preservation

 Stormwater

 CFPUA



City Officials Input

 Higher quality 

development

 Enforcement

 Train boards and 

commissions

 Traffic and safety

 Preserving historic 

character

 More supportive of 

development

 Protect environment

 Control drive and 

street locations

 Building design 

standards

 Improved landscape 

requirements



Key Findings

 Organization

 Redundancy

 Awkward wording

 Excessive zoning districts

 Prescriptive requirements

 Complicated formulas

 One-size-fits-all reqts. (in/out of 1945 boundary)

 Regulations don’t support infill/redevelopment

 Over-reliance on waivers



Recommendations
 Reorganize

 Make user-friendly

 Revise districts

 Simplify formulas

 Distinguish between pre- and post- 1945

 Refine review procedures

 Be consistent (city manager, planning director, 

zoning inspector)

 Define district purpose re: uses and Comp Plan



Recommendations

 Simplify/standardize landscaping and buffers

 Signs

 Parking

 Subdivisions

 Technical standards manual

 Synchronize with Comprehensive Plan



Comments and 

Questions

Thank you!


