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CASE SUMMARY • LOCAL LANDMARK STUDY LIST 
APPLICATION 

Historic Preservation Commission Evidentiary Hearing • July 10, 2025 

Project Planner | Benjamin Riggle | 910.341.3251 | ben.riggle@wilmingtonnc.gov 

Address: 201 South Water Street District: Commercial Business District 
Historic District Overlay (CBD-HDO) 

Request: Add the former Wilmington Iron Works Machine Shop Building to the Study List with 
the goal of future listing as a Local Landmark 

Property  
Owner: 

Justin W. LaNasa 
533 Hidden Valley Road 
Wilmington, NC 28409 

Applicant: Clayton J. Hamerski 
153 Yorktown Drive 
Wilmington, NC 28401 

 

 

201 South Water Street | Northwest corner, looking southeast | June/2025 (staff) 

Case Overview  
The applicant proposes to include the former Wilmington Iron Works Machine Shop Building on the 
Study List in anticipation of pursuing a Local Landmark designation for the building.  

Details as shown on the drawings, plans, photographs, submittals, and narrative statement 
contained in the application, and supplemental materials and statements made at the July 10, 2025 
meeting are a part of this request unless otherwise noted.  

mailto:ben.riggle@wilmingtonnc.gov
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Property Information 

Property Description 
The following property description is adapted from the Wilmington Historic District Boundary 
Expansion and Additional Documentation report, dated 2003 (originally listed 1974). 

The Wilmington Iron Works building, at the corner of South Water Street and Orange 
Street, has a front-gable configuration with segmental arch window heads and brick 
pilasters dividing bays on the long side. A large metal sliding door is located on the 
southwest corner of the west elevation. Large wood beams support the low-pitch gable 
roof with portions of the machinery retained among the beams. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
• 1884 Map. A one-story frame general storage building associated with the Robinson & King 

industrial complex occupied the parcel. 

• 1889 Map. Same building still associated with Robinson & King, but labeled as tar, turpentine 
and naval stores. 

• 1893 Map. The building labeled simply as naval stores. 

• 1898 Map. Unchanged. 

• 1904 Map. Unchanged. 

• 1910 Map. Unchanged. 

• 1915 Map. The building was labeled as a machine shop for the Wilmington Iron Works. 

• 1951 Map. The building was documented as a brick building with plastered walls, but it 
remained a machine shop for the Wilmington Iron Works. 

• 1955 Map. Unchanged. 

Current Conditions 
• The subject building is a contributing resource to the Central Business District Historic District 

Overlay (CBD-HDO). 

• The property is zoned Central Business District-Historic District Overlay (CBD-HDO). The CBD-
HDO was established on April 24, 1979. 

Proposed Findings of Fact 

Property Information 
1. The subject building is a contributing resource to the Central Business District Historic District 

Overlay (CBD-HDO). Only that which can be seen from the public right-of-way, excluding alleys, 
is subject to design review.  

2. The subject property is located on the southeast corner of the intersection of South Water Street 
and Orange Street.  

3. The former machine shop building has been adaptively reused as the Museum of the Bizarre. 

Scope of Work 
4. The applicant proposes to list the former Wilmington Iron Works Machine Shop Building in 

Wilmington’s Study List with the intension of pursuing listing as a Local Landmark.  
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Staff Observations Regarding Significance and Integrity 
5. Staff notes the following: 

a. The exact construction date of the former Wilmington Iron Works Machine Shop building is 
disputed. According to the Historic Wilmington Foundation plaque, the building was 
constructed ca. 1869, while the National Register nomination dates the construction of the 
building as 1926. 

b. The Sanborn maps record that a brick structure replaced the frame structure sometime 
between 1915 and 1951. 

c. Based on the internal framing of the existing building, it is likely that a substantial portion of a 
ca. 1869 frame warehouse was salvaged and reused when the Wilmington Iron Works 
constructed the current brick structure on the parcel. 

d. A construction date of 1926 would be an interesting time for the building to be constructed 
because that was a year after D. L. Gore, who had owned the property from 1887 until he 
passed away in 1925, during the period Wilmington Iron Works was leasing the building until 
they purchased the property in 1929.  

e. If the Study List application is successful, staff recommends additional research to better 
pinpoint the exact construction date and history of the property during this active period of 
the property’s history.  

Applicable Study List/Local Historic Landmark Designation Standards 
6. The following Study List/Local Historic Landmark Designation Standards are applicable to this 

request: 
a. The application for the Study List initiates preliminary consideration of the property for local 

historic landmark status. 
b. Listing on the Study List does not mean that the property is being designated as a local 

historic landmark. 
c. The Study List application is reviewed by the Wilmington Historic Preservation Commission, 

and if the Commission finds that the property meets the minimum requirements for 
consideration as a local historic landmark, the Commission can add the resource to the Study 
List and provide instructions on how the Local Landmark nomination should proceed.  

Recommended Conditions 
If the commission elects to add the New Hanover High School to the Study List, staff recommends 
the following conditions be applied. 

1. Listing in the Study List does not mean the property is being designated as a local historic 
landmark and a formal Local Landmark application shall be completed before the property can 
be designated as an official local historic landmark. 

Attachments 

1. Application (Received 5/30/2025) 
2. Case Map (Dated 6/27/2025) 
3. District Map (Dated 6/27/2025) 
4. Narrative (Received 5/30/2025) 
5. Applicant Map (Received 5/30/2025) 
6. Applicant Photos (Received 5/30/2025)  
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Historic photo of the corner of South Water Street and Orange Street during the Wilmington Iron 
Works period of the building’s history, looking southeast | Date unknown (Source: City Archives)  

 
Historic photo of northwest corner of 201 South Water Street, looking southeast | Ca. 1970 (Source: 

City Archives)  
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Historic photo of north elevation of 201 South Water Street, looking south | Ca. 1985 (Source: City 
Archives) 

 

Historic photo of interior of 201 South Water Street, looking east | Ca. 2007 (Source: City Archives) 
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201 South Water Street | West elevation, looking east | June/2025 (Staff) 

 

201 South Water Street | North elevation, looking south | June/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Northeast corner, looking southwest | June/2025 (Staff) 

 

201 South Water Street | Southwest corner, looking northeast | June/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of current main entry on north elevation, looking south | April/2025 
(Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of Wilmington Iron Works door on north elevation, looking south | 
June/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of arched industrial metal frame window on north elevation, looking 
west | April/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of industrial metal frame window on east elevation, looking west | 
June/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of metal sliding door on west elevation, looking east | April/2025 
(Staff) 

 

201 South Water Street | Detail of HWF plaque on north elevation, looking south | April/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of interior timber framing, looking southeast | April/2025 (Staff) 

 

201 South Water Street | Detail of interior timber framing, looking southwest | April/2025 (Staff) 
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201 South Water Street | Detail of interior iron support column, looking northwest | April/2025 (Staff)) 



Ben Riggle
Received
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