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1006 north third STREET 
WILMINGTON NORTH CAROLINA 28401 

910 228 3137 
 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN NARRATIVE 
 
August 19, 2025 
 
CLIENT: 
JOSEPH HOU 
 
PROJECT: 
NEW 3-STORY MIXED USE BUILDING 
208 MARKET STREET 
WILMINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 28401 
 
208 Market is currently a vacant property but has a rich history as a prominent entertainment venue built in 1920, particularly 
as a movie theater and later a live music venue. It was originally the Manor Theater, opening in 1941. After closing as a movie 
theater in 1985, it was repurposed as a nightclub and live music venue, operating under various names like Jacob's Run, 
Ziggy's By the Sea, and The Blue Eyed Muse. The building was eventually condemned and demolished in early 2024 due to 
safety and code violations.  
 
My client would like to build an upscale urban structure for downtown dwellers and commercial tenants who are interested in 
being in a vibrant part of town. Being located in the central business district calls for innovative and future looking 
architecture. As per HPC guidelines, it is our charge to design within our time but call upon congruous elements of the area to 
inform the new design. 
 
The neighboring structures vary greatly from the Burgwin-Wright house built in 1770 to the property east of 208, which is 
currently Ponysaurus Restaurant, was once a car sales lot and more recently a law office built in 1970 in the Colonial Revival 
style. The property to the west of 208, 200 Market Street, was built in 2017 in a historic referenced style. Across the street from 
208 is 201 Market Street which is currently First Bank built in 1959 designed in the International, modern style and is clad in 
black glass and dark brown stone veneer and has a beautiful fountain and garden area in the front. 
 
Our design is loaded more on the west side of the site to provide light and air to the tenants. The color and appearance are 
black stucco and glossy hard surfaced cement board, and we believe congruous with the wide variety of references within the 
area. We feel this will be a powerful addition to downtown Wilmington. 
 
 
 
 
thank you, 

 
Rob Romero 
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