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CASE SUMMARY • CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COA) 
Historic Preservation Commission Evidentiary Hearing • December 11, 2025 

Project Planner | Alden Finholm | 910.772.4165 | alden.finholm@wilmingtonnc.gov 

Address: 32 North Front Street District: Commercial Business District-Historic 
District Overlay (CBD-HDO) 

Request: Store front restoration  
Property  
Owner: 

Tilia Holdings LLC 
32 N. Front Street  
Wilmington, NC 28401 

Agent: Tim Hamilton  
2117 Wrightsville Ave  
Wilmington, NC 28403 

 

 

32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Nov/2025 (City Staff) 

Case Overview  
The applicant proposes to restore an existing store front.  

Details as shown on the drawings, plans, photographs, submittals, and narrative statement 
contained in the application, and supplemental materials and statements made at the December 11, 
2025, meeting are a part of this request unless otherwise noted.  



2 | MJW-37-2612 | 32 North Front Street  | 12/11/2025 

Property Information 

Property Description 
The following property description is adapted from the Wilmington Historic District Boundary 
Expansion and Additional Documentation report, dated 2003 (originally listed 1974). 

The building located at 32 North Front Street was constructed sometime between 1870 
and 1884. In 1914, Mr. Isaac Shrier purchased the three-story building.  During that 
same year, Mr. Shrier remodeled the altered building and created a Beaux Arts style 
front façade with terra cotta trim around the two-story window opening.  The 
denticulate cornice is supported by wreathed consoles and is capped by stone 
pediment with a name stone with "I Shrier" and "1870" and "1914" inscribed into the 
stone.  Shrier was a men’s clothier. Mr. Burrett H. Stephens was the architect for the 
1914 modifications and Mr. Robert Tucker was the contractor.  

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 
• 1884 Map. Building listed as a brick clothing store  

• 1889 Map. No change 

• 1893 Map. No change 

• 1898 Map. Labeled “clothing store” and “Tailor” 

• 1904 Map. Labeled “Book storage” 

• 1915 Map. Labeled as singular building. No change  

• 1951 Map. No change 

• 1955 Map. No change 

Current Conditions 
• The subject building is a contributing resource to the Central Business District Historic District 

Overlay (CBD-HDO). 

• The property is zoned Central Business District-Historic District Overlay (CBD-HDO). The CBD-
HDO was established on April 24, 1979. 

Proposed Findings of Fact 

Property Information 
1. The subject building is a contributing resource to the Central Business District Historic District 

Overlay (CBD-HDO). Only that which can be seen from the public right-of-way, excluding alleys, 
is subject to design review. 

2. The subject property is located on the east side, one parcel south of the intersection of North 
Front and Princess streets. 

3. The following facades are subject to review: west (front) façade and east (rear) facade  
4. The following Certificates of Appropriateness have been issued for the property: 

a. September 2016 (MW-17-32): Paint change 
b. August 2007: Remove fire escape and create two balconies 

Scope of Work 
5. The applicant proposes to remove ornamental medallions.  
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32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Ca. 1991 (City Archive) 
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32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Ca. 2015 (City Archive) 
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                                32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Nov/2025 (City Staff) 
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                            32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Nov/2025 (City Staff) 
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32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Nov/2025 (City Staff) 



12 | MJW-37-2612 | 32 North Front Street  | 12/11/2025 

 

                                     32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Nov/2025 (City Staff) 
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32 N. Front Street | Front (west) Façade | Nov/2025 (City Staff) 

 







City of Wilmington Planning and Development Major Work Application 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS APPLICATION 
MAJOR WORK 

SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST 
If the information is not included with the application, the request cannot be scheduled for review by 
the Commission. Please check off the items below if completed: 

 Signed Application Form / Agent Form (as needed) 
 Project Narrative 

• Brief detailed description of the project, including a description of how the
proposed changes are consistent with the Wilmington Design Standards for
Historic Districts

 Tax Map 
• This can be found online at New Hanover County GIS Portal at

https://www.nhcgov.com/844/GIS-Maps-Data
 Proposed Building Materials 

• Product sheets for each type of material proposed (including windows, doors, roof, siding, etc.)
• Material Sheet Checklist if applicable
• May include brochures or manufacturer’s specification sheets

 Digital Photos (all photos may be emailed) 
• A keyed site plan or lot diagram showing existing structures, features and conditions
• A close-up of the proposed work area.

These scopes will require additional information including but not limited to the following: 

 New Construction, Major Alterations, Additions 
• Site plan drawn to scale with existing and proposed buildings, setbacks, parking areas,

driveways, trees to be removed or preserved, fences and landscaping.
• Architectural drawings, drawn to scale including elevations and floor plans.
• Additional information that helps determine whether the project is consistent with Design

Standards.
• Three dimensional models (optional)

The applicant is responsible for supplying all information necessary to enable 
the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to understand the proposal and  

potential impacts on the historic district or overlay. 

Without sufficient information, the Commission 
may continue or deny the request. 

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔











PROJECT NARRATIVE 
 

32 NORTH FRONT STREET STOREFRONT REMODEL  
November 3, 2025 

 
 

 
We would like to refresh our west elevation storefront of the building at 32 N. Front St.—the 
c. 1914 Isaac Shrier Building.   The building was renovated in the recent past and has a 
brushed aluminum storefront and a variety of materials on the elevation below the lower 
cornice.  This area currently contains flat panels of Hardie and some wood trim elements.  
 
On the upper elevation we only propose to wash the limestone and masonry, and re-point 
mortar joints where necessary.  We would repoint with a color-matching mortar and strike 
any replacement joints to match the original.   
 
Below the lower cornice we propose to maintain and paint the aluminum storefront, and 
remove other existing finishes.  On the vertical pilasters at far north and south we would 
install new Hardie panel for the flat background and frame that on 4 sides in 2 projecting 
levels of 1x dried, treated pine wood material.  Our new horizontal sign band above the 
door will be a 1-piece non-wood material planed on a CNC router.  The projecting letters 
will be painted a gold color.  
 
At the lowest level of our storefront we propose to remove the existing finish and install 
charcoal-colored thin brick.  To ensure our thin brick is properly waterproofed we will install 
metal Z-flashing below the lowest horizontal member of storefront aluminum. 
 
The new ceiling of our recessed entry will be stained tongue-in-groove wood.  The 
downward projecting lighting will be 3 squared recessed lights.  Finally, the existing slate 
entry floor will be removed and replaced with mosaic ceramic tile. 
 
By reconciliation of our plan and the City’s Design Standards for Historic Districts and 
Landmarks we posit that per 5.2 we align with all standards per our scope of work.  We are 
preserving the upper part of our west elevation (1), preserving current openings and 
arrangements (2), repairing our upper elevation (3), employing compatible new design and 
material (4), employing a color scheme compatible, complementary with the building and 
the rest of the block (10).  Standards 5-9 do not seem to apply to our proposed scope of 
work. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in allowing us to make these improvements to the 32 N. 
Front St. façade. 






