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Parking Standards
Matching up With Current Trends

April 1, 2019



This morning’s discussion:

1. What does Create Wilmington say about parking?

2. Parking examples in Wilmington

3. Benchmarking

4. What does it mean to right-size parking requirements?

5. How can Wilmington right-size its parking standards?



Create Wilmington 
Comprehensive Plan



Surface Parking in Wilmington



Minimize 
surface parking

Encourage 
shared parking

Optimize 
capacity of 
existing parking 
facilities

Policies



Parking in Wilmington
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Downtown
Wilmington
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Downtown
Wilmington

3 blocks
covered by 
Big Box retail 
and;

3 blocks 
covered by 
parking
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Benchmarking
• 15 NC cities
• 3 have eliminated parking requirements in CBD-type 

district
• 5 have reduced parking minimums in central city
• 3 have introduced parking minimum reductions in 

some districts
• 1 has no parking minimums for non-residential uses 

citywide
• 1 has no single-family requirements in any district, 

but ADU’s requires parking
• Broad variation among uses 
• Seems to be most common to allow a reduction by 

district in and around central city

By “Benchmarking”

This is NOT what we mean



Right-sizing Parking Requirements 



• Trends
• Antiquated regulations
• Quality of Place/Community Appearance
• Walking and Biking
• Less Stormwater Runoff
• Highest and Best Use of Land
• Impediment to Redevelopment of Small Sites
• Parking Adds to Cost of Housing
• The easier we make it for cars, the more traffic we encourage 

on our streets.

Why Right-size Parking?



Redevelopment of Small Infill Sites

1048 S. Kerr Ave 4601 Park Ave



How can we Right-size the City’s Parking 
Standards?

• Eliminate parking minimums
• Reduce parking maximums
• Count on-street parking towards 

minimum parking requirements
• Require shared-parking
• Plan for bike and other modes of 

transportation

Source: Des Moines Area MPO
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660 ft. 180 ft.

Walking Distance from Parking Walking Distance from Parking

Shoe
Shop

Shoe Shop

Which Parking is More Convenient?
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