Land Development Code

Article 6, Subdivision Standards
Draft

BUILD A BETTER | WILMINGTON




1.7.7 Large, oversized blocks in neighborhoods
and subdivisions should be avoided in favor of

Key Planning Theme

Changing Places,
Revitalizing Spaces

smaller, walkable blocks and enhanced networks
that create better connections and help facilitate
walking and reduce the need to drive.

The built environment
encompasses places and
spaces created or
modified by people,
including buildings, parks,
land use patterns, and
transportation systems.

1.7.8 Usable open space that preserves natural
landscapes and high-quality ecological resources
should be encouraged in new residential

development.

2.2.2 New residential, commercial, and mixed-use

2.8.2 Traffic calming measures should be
incorporated into the design of new or
retrofitted local and neighborhood streets,
within schools and parks, and around
pedestrian-oriented business areas.
Pedestrian and bicyclists should have safe,

developments that require construction or extension of
roadways should include a multimodal network. The use of
cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets should be minimized.

2.2.3 New development should be encouraged to connect to the
existing street network through collector streets, which should tie into

convenient, well marked means to cross oy ; . . .
the existing network at multiple points to improve trip distribution

streets. .
and emergency access. Street stubs for future connections should be

encouraged.

2.6.4 Where possible, and especially along identified pedestrian priority
streets, tools such as protected left turns, pedestrian head start, raised
crosswalks, curb extensions, medians, pedestrian refuge islands or
midblock crossings, and restricted right turns on red should be used to
improve pedestrian and bicycle movements and safety.



CREATE WILMINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Policies

e Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan sets

the general direction for future growth and
redevelopment across the city for the next 25 years.
The plan serves as a policy guide for decisions regarding
land use, development, and capital improvemnents. The
plan will be used by city officials when making decisions
about how the cty will grow. The cumulative impact of
these decisions will not be realized today, but by future
generations.

The plan does not change the current zoning of any
property or the current zoning regulations; however,
development proposals, rezoning request, and code
amendments will all be assessed to determine their
consistency with the plan Policies and Growth Strategies

Maps. The plan will help identify and recommend
improvements to the city’s physical resources such as
streets, parks, sidewalks, and public facilities and provide
specific guidance for design standards. The plan also
provides the foundation for the modernization of the
city’s land development regulations.

& plan should be Tlexible and respond to chamging
conditions. Ideally the entire plan should be reviewed
and updated every five to ten years to ensure that
current trends, changing demographics, and ongoing
development are all taken in to account and the plan
adjusted as needed. The ongoing adjustment of the plan's
implementation, or action items, should ensure the plan
remains effective and adaptable to constantly changing
conditions.

List of Contributors
Page 198

A complete list of contributors to this
project, including the Comprehensive
Plan Steering Committee and City Staff is
available at the end of this document.

The purpose of the policies chapter is to demonstrate
the city's preferred policies, practices, and priorities
surrounding physical development, quality of life, and
livability of the city. These policies are intended to
encourage the following:

» Increasing the city’s livability through improved
quality of life features

Promoting the responsible growth of the dty’s
population through redevelopment, infill, and
appropriate new development and annexation

Acting as a partner with those who strive for the
same goals of building a healthy, vibrant, world-
class city

Encouraging capital investments in the city

Minimizing the regions sprawl, traffic congestion,
and environmental impacts

Creating and retaining jobs
Broadening and diversifying the city’s tax base

The City Council has adopted these policies as part of the
greater Comprehensive Plan box set with the recognition
that certain provisions may be applicable to only certain
parts of town, certain aspects of city building, or certain
quality of life elements. The intent of these policies is to
guide and complement the work of all city departments
and actions of the City Council as well as to serve as

a guide to the cty's development partners, including
private sector developers, economic development
agencies, utility providers, schools, and other agencies.
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Policies

Traffic Calming Measures

- | ‘- -

0On-Street Parking

On-street parking narrows the
street and slows traffic by creating
friction for moving vehicles.

Bulb-outs / Neckdowns
Bulb-outs, or neckdowns, are curb
extensions at intersections used to
reduce the roadway width.

==

Pedestrian-friendly Medians
Medians that include a pedestrian
refuge can help slow traffic while
providing a safe crossing for non
motorists.

.
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Two-way Traffic Flow

Two-way streets, especially those
with narrower cross-sections,
encourage motorists to be more
cautious and wary of oncoming
traffic.

H

Raised Intersection

This is a flat-topped area, usually
raised to sidewalk level, that
covers the entire intersection.

N -

Signalization & Timing
Traffic signal timing can be

adjusted to help lower traffic
speeds between intersections.

Mid-block Pedestrian Crossing
Mid-block crossings shorten distances
between intersections and provide
safe crossings for non-matorists.

—
l_‘

Frequent Crosswalks
High-visibility crosswalks alert
drivers to be more cautious and
aware of non-motorists.

Transportation

HE B

Building Frontages

A dense built environment can
constrain sightlines, making drivers
more aware of their surroundings.

Street Trees

Trees narrow a driver’s visual
field and create rhythm along the
street.

Traffic Circle

Traffic circles, or roundabouts, are
raised islands often used in place
of traffic signals or four-way stops.

Textured Streets (Brick, etc.)
Textured surfaces can be used in
conjunction with ather traffic
calming devices or used alone.

CREATE WILMINGTON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
Policies
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes traffic impacts, and creates safe,
atiractive, indusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:
General rearganization and clean up
Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions
Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards
Design Adjustment Committee to review plan
with subjective standard waivers
Improved connectivity standards
Improved open space standards

Traffic calming devices introduced for new
subdivisions

What is NOT Changing:
Permanent monument standards
Street name standards
Maximum cul-de-sac length

Private streets and privale access easements
remain as oplions for developments

WAL MG TON

NORTH CAROLINA

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC




§ 18.406

M. Entrance signs and lighting.
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s 1 Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions
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Minor Subdivision Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes tralfic impacts, and creates sale,
altractive, indusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:
» General reorganization and clean up

ing between minor and major
subdivisions

Administrative approval of all subdivisions that

comply with standards

Design Adjustment Commiltee to review plan
with sul:iecliva standard waivers

Improved connectivity standards

Improved open space standards

Traffic calming devices introduced for new
subdivisions

What is NOT Changing:
Permanent monument standards
Street name standards
Maximum cul-de-sac length

Private streets and privale access easements
remain as options for developments

WAL MBGTON

MORTH CAROLINA

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC




Submittal

TRC Review > No

DAC Review
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What is NOT Changing:
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes tralfic impacts, and creates sale,
altractive, indusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:

-

General reorganization and clean up

Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions

Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards

Design Adjustment Committee to review plan
with subjective standard waivers

mproved conneclivily standards

Improved open space standards

Traffic calming devices introduced for new
subdivisions

Permanent monument standards

Street name standards

Maximum cul-de-sac length

Private streets and privale access easements
remain as oplions for developments

WAL MBGTON

MORTH CAROLINA

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes tralfic impacts, and creates sale,
altractive, indusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:
General reorganization and clean up

Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions

oy

Adminisirative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards

R

Design Adjustment Commiltee to review plan

* Traffic calming devices introduced for new

subdivisions

% Source: Google Maps, (December 2016). (Arbor Way. Wilmington, NC). Google
- s'(online), accessed 8 April 2020

e What is NOT Changing:
Permanent monument standards
Street name standards
Maximum cul-de-sac length

Private streets and private access easements
remain as opfions for developments

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes tralfic impacts, and creates sale,
altractive, indusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:
General reorganization and clean up
Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions
Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards

Design Adjustment Commiltee to review plan
with subjective standard waivers
Improved conneclivity standards

rathc calming devices introduced
subdivisions

*. This Photo by Unknown AuthorTs licénsed under CCBY-SA *  _#.

What is NOT Changing:

* Permanent monument standards
* Street name standards

* Maximum cul-de-sac length

Private streets and private access easements
remain as options for developments

WAL MBGTON

NMORTH CAROLIMNA

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twin_Lakes_Bog_State_Natural_Area
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://streets.mn/2016/01/15/southside-greenway-inches-closer-to-reality/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/24829
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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What is NOT Changing:
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Land Development Code Arficle 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes tralfic impacts, and creates sale,
atiractive, indusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:

General reorganization and clean up

Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions

Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards

Design Adjustment Committee to review plan
with subjective standard waivers

Improved connectivity standards

mprove pen

pace standa

Traffic calming devices infroduced for new
subdivisions

Permanent monument standards
Street name standards
Maximum cul-de-sac length

Private streets and privale access easements
remain as options for developments

WA MBGTON

MORTH CAROLINA
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quu|il_y of life, minimizes traffic impacts, and creates safe,
attractive, inclusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:
* General reorganization and clean up
inguishing between minor and major
ns
* Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards
* Design Adjustment Committee to review plan
with subjective standard waivers
* Improved connectivity standards
* Improved open space standards
* Traffic c{,)lrning devices introduced for new
subdivisions

* Permanent monument standards
* Street name standards

WViaximum cul-de-sac angin

* Private sireets and privale access easements

remain as oplions for Heveioprnenls

R —

[ ——

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC




Figure 18-xx: Cul-de-sac

Adjscent Street Centeriine
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes traffic impacts, and creates safe,
attractive, inclusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:
General reorganization and clean up
Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions

Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards

Design Adjusiment Committee to review plan
with subjective standard waivers

Improved connectivity standards

Improved open space standards

Traffic calming devices introduced for new
subdivisions

What is NOT Changing:

* Permanent monument standards

A cul-de-sac shall not be longer than 500 feet as measured
from the centerline of the nearest intersecting through-
street to the center of the cul-de-sac bulb.

privale access easements
remain as options for developments

WA MBGTON

MORTH CAROLINA

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC
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Land Development Code Article 6, Subdivisions

“Foster development that enhances quality of life, minimizes traffic impacts, and creates safe,
attractive, inclusive development for all citizens.” -- Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan

What is Changing:

General reorganization and clean up

Mot distinguishing between minor and major
subdivisions

Administrative approval of all subdivisions that
comply with standards

Source: Google Maps, (April 2019). (Greenville Loop Rd. Wilmington, NC).

m \ . Wilmington, Np). Google Maps
’ - 8 S Google Maps (online), accessed 7 April 2020

ol

Design Adjusiment Committee to review plan

P rivate St re ets with subjective standard waivers

Improved connectivity standards
Improved open space standards

Traffic calming devices introduced for new
subdivisions

What is NOT Changing:
* Permanent monument standards
* Street name standards
* Maximum cul-de-sac length

* Private sireets and private access easements
remain as oplions for developments
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WAL MBGTON

MORTH CARDOLINA

" Source: Google Maps;(Mar. 2019). (Masonboro oﬂ}_ d, \
! the i
atﬁessed 7 April 2020 = 2

Private Access
Easement

=

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC
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RESIDENTS VISITORS BUSINESS DEPARTMENTS HOW DO ...

Land Development Code

at is the Land Development Code?

Human Re

Infi

Why do we need to update our Land Development Sign up to receive
Code? Land Development
Code updates

Contact Us
Email
- Land Development Code
LDC Article 2
LDC Article 3
LDC Article 8
+ Comprehensive Plan

+ Plans & Documents

+ Zoning



Next Steps

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC

Subdivision Standards are scheduled to be reviewed
at the Planning Commission work session in June
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