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Land Development Code





1.1.2 
All conditions proposed as part of  a land use decision should 
be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, including the 
Growth Strategies Maps. 

1.1.1 
The Growth Strategies Maps should be used in conjunction with 
the Comprehensive Plan policies to evaluate zoning consistency, 
urban form, and code changes. 

Wilmington Blueprint Report 
Recommendations

• Use of  flow charts to illustrate the various procedures 
would improve understanding and clarify the various steps 
involved

• A table noting reviews and necessary approvals, along with 
the individual or group authorized to approve the request, 
should be included.

• Timeframes, determination of  surety amounts, and general 
procedures for accepting guarantees should be carefully 
reviewed. 

Create Wilmington 
Comprehensive Plan Policies 

1.4.2
New commercial development should be properly managed 
through the use of  development regulations, the development 
review process, and other tools. The intent is to avoid 
unreasonable impacts, such as traffic, parking, litter, shadow, 
light, view obstruction, odor, noise, and/or vibration impacts 
on nearby residential areas.



Notice Process

Boards







Applies to all applications

Code outlines requirements

Confirms fee is required

Follows any required pre-
application meeting

Establishes criteria for incomplete 
applications

Completeness Review



Permit Choice

Downzoning

S.L. 2019-111

S.L. 2019-111

https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2019-2020/SL2019-111.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/SessionLaws/PDF/2019-2020/SL2019-111.pdf




LDC Text Amendment

Special Use Permit



End Slide for 
Part 1



Preliminary Plan 
Approval Process

Expedited Subdivision

1. Introduced as part of SL 2017-10, effective 
4/27/2017

2. Establishes a review process for these 
subdivisions

3. City can only require a plat for recording for 
these subdivisions

1. If complies with 
standards, the TRC 
approves

2. If waivers, Design 
Adjustment Committee 
review is required



Performance Guarantees



365-day stay of demolition

507 S. 5thN. 4th Street

624 S. 4th 513 Anderson St

90-day stay of demolition

160D-949



Current Proposed NCGS

Total 
Members

9 7 3 minimum

At large 4 shall 3 n/a

Reside in 
HD, HD-R, 
or HD-MU

3, at least 3, at least n/a

Reside in 
HD-O

1, at least n/a n/a

Proprietor 
or building 
owner

1, may 1 shall n/a

In all cases:

• Must be city resident

• Majority shall have demonstrated special interest, 
experience, or education in history, architecture, 
archaeology, or related field

HPC Composition



Design Adjustment Committee (DAC)

• Replaces the SRB

• Quasi-judicial board

• Review major deviations from the technical 
standards, building design/materials, subdivisions

• Members from Planning, Engineering, Traffic, Fire, 
and CFPUA



Image of NCDOT Project #U-5729 Carolina Beach Road; provided by NCDOT in 2018 

Amortization of 
Nonconforming 
Signs

Public Action 
Nonconformity





www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC



Next Steps

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC

Administrative Provisions are tentatively scheduled to 
be reviewed at a Planning Commission work session 

in August
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