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6.6.3 The stormwater management program 
should balance the burden between existing 
and new development and provide incentives 
for redevelopment that provides a net 
improvement to stormwater treatment.

6.6.2 Low-impact development and infill and redevelopment 
projects should be encouraged based on measurable performance 
criteria and taking advantage of  existing infrastructure. 
Redevelopment should receive incentives that level the playing field 
relative to economic advantages of  “greenfield” development.

6.2.2 Opportunities and incentives to mitigate the 
loss of  sensitive areas that occur as part of  the 
development process should be identified. Impact 
reduction and avoidance measures should be based 
on criteria that take environmentally sensitive 
natural areas and habitats into consideration.

Create Wilmington 
Comprehensive Plan Policies 

6.1.1 Restoration, protection, enhancement, and maintenance 
of  watersheds should be a priority. Existing programs and 
partnerships with the University North Carolina at Wilmington 
and other partners to address water quality should be 
continued and expanded.

6.5.1 The city should work to minimize impacts to 
developed and developable land from flooding, increased 
shoreline erosion, loss of  wetlands, and contamination of  
ground water by saltwater under scenarios of  sea level 
rise and increased flooding. Consideration should be 
given to long-term sea level rise scenarios in planning, 
design, and cost determination for infrastructure, such as 
roads, water and wastewater systems, and electric utilities.

4.2.6 Floodplain property or upland connections 
for greenways or public open space should be 
protected through the site development process for 
residential and non-residential sites.

6.2.3 Development proposals should employ practices to 
avoid or minimize impacts of  dredging, public access, 
marinas, and inlet maintenance projects near or within 
environmentally sensitive areas. Performance standards 
should be employed to help achieve an ongoing balance 
between the interests of  individual property owners and 
the need to protect sensitive natural areas.

6.2.1 Environmentally sensitive 
natural areas should be identified, 
mapped, protected, enhanced, and 
maintained. 



Redevelopment Standards

Source: Google Maps, (May 2016). (Eastwood Services Rd. 
Wilmington, NC). Google Maps (online), accessed 7 July 2020

Source: City of Wilmington Source: City of Wilmington

Source: City of Wilmington



Bradley Creek

• Applies a higher water quality treatment standard
• Establishes same standard as other watersheds 

draining to ICW
• Does not impact flood control requirements
• Supported by Bradley and Hewletts Creek 

Restoration Plan

https://wilmington.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=25&clip_id=3447&meta_id=112769
https://wilmington.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=25&clip_id=3447&meta_id=112769


Source: City of Wilmington

Source: City of Wilmington

Resource Types

Image source: 
http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=32f6ffa9-8c25-
49b5-917f-bb80c46e03c4&groupId=38337

404 Wetland

Coastal Wetland

Primary Nursery Areas

http://portal.ncdenr.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=32f6ffa9-8c25-49b5-917f-bb80c46e03c4&groupId=38337


Resource Setbacks

Current Regulations

Proposed Regulations



Resource Setbacks Images



Vegetated Buffer



Exceptional Design

• Exemptions introduced

- LEED certified
- Projects < existing 

impervious surface

• Max. amount of impervious 

surface is reduced



Scaled Criteria

Source: City of Wilmington

Source: City of Wilmington Source: City of Wilmington



Image Source: 
https://fris.nc.gov/fris/Index.aspx?FIPS=129&ST=NC&user=General%20Public

Stormwater Management 

Floodplain Management 

Source: City of Wilmington Source: City of Wilmington



Conservation Resource –
Water Dependent Structures

Exceptionally Designed
Project Application

Source: City of Wilmington

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

Source: City of Wilmington/NHC 2006 CAMA Plan

https://theconversation.com/opt-out-organ-donation-in-wales-a-model-for-australia-15945
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC



Next Steps

www.wilmingtonnc.gov/LDC

Environmental Regulations are tentatively scheduled 
to be reviewed at a Planning Commission work 

session in September

https://www.wilmingtonnc.gov/departments/planning-development-and-transportation/land-development-code
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