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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN / OLD WILMINGTON

WHAT WE HEARD

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AREA OUTREACH BIG IDEAS

KEEP IT!
What do you like most?

CHANGE IT!
What are the biggest issues?

DREAM IT!
What is your big idea?

• Riverwalk
• Pocket parks
• Museums
• Local events
• Diverse age groups
• The bikeway
• Thalian Hall
• Residential density
• Free first hour parking
• Shops and restaurants 

on Castle Street
• Tourist attractions
• Cape Fear Community 

College
• Building heights
• Locally owned  

businesses

• Restore brick streets
• Bring in a grocery store
• Increase tree canopy
• Underground utilities
• Expand Dramtree Park
• Expand bus service
• Remove Business 

17 designation from 
Market and 3rd streets

• More lighting in 
parking areas

• More signalized 
crosswalks

• Public restrooms
• Limit bars
• Replace pay stations 

with smart meters

• A downtown grocery 
store

• Mixed-use on 
underutilized sites

• More parks
• Canoe and kayak access 

to river
• Bike lanes everywhere
• Passenger rail service
• Gas lights for street 

lighting
• Tax credits to refurbish 

homes
• Good paying jobs
• New bridge over the 

river
• More public art

CITYWIDE 
PLANNING AREA:

GREATER
DOWNTOWN
NORTH

NEIGHBORHOOD 
PLANNING AREA:

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN - 
OLD WILMINGTON

This jumble of words shows the most talked about topics from public comments.

The primary exercise at the Neighborhood Planning Area meetings collected ideas based on three primary questions:
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Current Population

Historic Downtown-Old Wilmington
0.4% of Total Population

Wilmington
108,735 PROJECTED 

INCREASE
(2000 to 2017)

Age Composition

Household Income

$544,191
Average 
Home Value

$724
Average Rent

Land Use Distribution

Development Eras

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING AREA DATA

NEIGHBORHOOD BOUNDARIES SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD AREAS

FuTuRe
GRowTH

Population Change

44%

57%

65+

PROJECTED 
INCREASE

(2000 to 2017)

AGE

Planning Area Location

28%
of population > 3 yrs old

is enrolled in school

Housing Occupancy and Values

School Enrollment
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NEIGHBORHOOD BOUNDARIES EXERCISE

Residents at the Neighborhood 
Planning Area meeting were 
asked to draw the boundaries 
of what they considered 
their neighborhood to be. 
The results of this exercise 
will inform an official 
neighborhood map. 


