
Create Wilmington Comprehensive Plan
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN-OLD WILMINGTON

NPA Meeting 4/3/14 - Results

KEEP IT CHANGE IT DREAM IT

Bike path
Sunday - parkway/bikeway - all Main Street and 
downtown New bridge over river

Affordable housing opportunities
Expand Dram Tree Park by purchasing the 
adjoining vacant lot to the south Bus - from downtown to beach

Tree lined sidewalks
Expand Dram Tree Park by purchasing the 
adjoining vacant lot to the south

Arts and antiques:  expand and enhance arts 
and antique district

Thalian Hall
Underground utilities throughout the downtown 
area

History:  focus on New Hanover High School 
and Williston connection to downtown

Museums Lighting - add lighting to parking areas 
Diversity:  focus on New Hanover High School 
and Williston connection to downtown

Cape Fear Museum
Lighting - add lighting to Hannah Block Center 
parking areas

Brick - save and replace brick sidewalks in 
residential areas

Children's Museum 3rd Street Bridge - replace
Old industrial buildings: redevelop old industrial 
buildings to mix-use

Residential Density Rail bed - convert to trail Move train to airport

Revitalizing N. 4th Street
Water Street - close Water Street between 
Princess Street and Dock Street Add light trail from airport to downtown

Historic District designation
Median in 3rd Street between Market Street and 
Red Cross Street Grocery store x 4

Old industrial buildings Parking Deck - redevelop Coke site:  redevelop

Pocket parks Parking - reduce surface parking along streets
Develop trail on old rail bed to connect N. 
4th/residential to downtown

PPD River access - add river access for canoe/kayak
Provide lighting for sidewalks in residential areas 
for safety

CFCC Lighting - lower watt bulbs on Riverwalk
Add bike lane on Blue Clay Road to north CFCC 
campus

Parking deck - possible park Parking - expand parking to park deck Mixed use: redevelop
Riverwalk Buses - no buses on Front Street Parking deck:  redevelop parking deck/no park
Mixed uses - integration of 
residential/commercial in area surrounding 
library/CFCC and Convention Center

Park - expand Dram Tree Park to area under 
over pass

Natural park - develop vacant property south of 
USS North Carolina Road into a natural park 
w/light amenities 

Historic buildings in and out of district
Zip chord over river from battleship to Water 
Street

Diversity in building size Increase canoe and kayak crossing X 4
Brick streets Architectural lighting on bridge
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Parks: Dram tree Park Splash park for kids on Riverwalk
20/20 Plan Expand Dram tree Park

Public art
Bike lanes everywhere X 4
New bridge over river
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Only limit problem bars in CBD Limit bars
Mixed Use development at vacant lot along river 
south of USS North Carolina Road

Keep event venues in CBD Limit entertainment venues
Senior citizens transportation system to out-of-
downtown destinations

Provide parking for event venues in CBD Limit event venues in CBD Park - on parking deck roof

Historic District Architectural Review Board Remove parking pay stations on Front Street 
Water taxi - schedule: reliable, frequently 
scheduled to Battleship

Free first hour parking at deck Install smart meters on Front Street instead Water Street - pedestrian, car allow

Riverwalk Parking garage in the Nun Street/3rd Street area Submarine North Carolina

Battleship Crosswalk at 2nd Street and Orange Street
Riverwalk - extend to Cape Fear Memorial 
Bridge

Free first hour parking at deck
Plant trees in 3rd Street median south of Market 
Street

School buses - integrate in public system  
(WAVE) so they learn how to use public 
transportation

Single family residences encourage - discourage 
new conversions to apartments Bus service - expanded schedule Accessory dwellings - zoning to allow
Thalian hall - protect Speed - reduce traffic speed on 3rd Street 3rd Street: restrict to one lane each way 
City hall building Parking - residential parking 24/7 3rd Street: increase width of median
Height restrictions (3rd Street to River) - full view 
through to Riverwalk Tattoo parlors - no more downtown

SS United States on west side of river or "The 
Love Boat"

Noise restrictions/limits in CBD Bars - no more downtown
Rail service:  from Leland area to downtown to 
connect with Amtrak

Free first hour parking at deck
Police presence - improve police presence in HD 
and CBD Gas lights: Front Street and 3rd Street
Safety - improve safety in HD and CBD Gas lights: Orange Street and Castle Street
Retail - support and encourage retail in CBD Railway right-of-way: re-introduce rail service
Littering - add ordinance that fines businesses 
for littering on adjacent property 3rd Street - (wider median in residential areas)
Orange Street - make west-bound one-way Underground utilities on 3rd Street
Street pattern in residential areas - alternating 
one-way streets east and west Grocery store
Sight distance at intersections - eliminate one 
parking space at corners to allow better visibility 
at intersections Pharmacy
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Tunnel - toll tunnel under River to I-140
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Riverwalk
Optional planting - live oaks to planting smaller 
more ornamental tress

Park at green space located north of Campbell 
Street, between 6th and 7th Street

3rd Street remodel (home run) Small parking lots (Target for redevelopment) Trash cans at each intersection
Parking deck (way from Water) Lack of green space Close Water Street from Market Street (south)

CFCC Development
Busses (WAVE) on Market between Covil and 
16th Street Enforce current laws

Lighting (historic in design) Lack of crosswalks (safe signal w/lights)
Multi-family  units (i.e.. Single family home 
operating like rooming house)

Public access - Riverwalk
Street parking (should only be on one side of 
road on narrow streets) Code (re: keeping property up to standard)

People - area Public bathrooms
Joe Dunnis (Idea of a museum w/park on 3rd 
floor - Water Street deck area)

Locally owned business Public dock sites (tourists) (more) Pedestrian right of way law for downtown
Local events More trash cans (at least one per intersection) Plaque/Tour (History of Wilmington)

Riverwalk
Remove asphalt from street (preserve brick 
streets)

Effort to fill vacant space in downtown business 
area 

Boats on the river More public transportation
Business - tax benefits to owners to put people 
in downtown

More parks
Close Front Street from Dock Street to Walnut 
Street during tourist season

Residential - tax benefits to owners to put people 
in downtown

Street lights Bathrooms Public art - more
Dog waste pick up Bike protection - ease ride Parking decks - promote
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Speed zone Benches - more user friendly Park at vacant lot west of PPD

Walkability Lighting - street Park at terminus of Grace Street at Water Street

Proximity to shops Police - foot patrol assigned Grocery store

Proximity to entertainment
Code change to include diverse business along 
Castle Street Drug store

Parking decks Speed bumps on Castle Street
Lamps along 3rd street center median from 
Market Street to Castle Street

Visitor education More tree cutting - No
Transportation  system similar to Savannah 
trolley

Sense of community
AMEZ - need to add home parking pads, fencing 
between homes Trolley needed 7 days a week

Historical museums Tree canopy Tax credits for historic residents

Keep protection of Market Street and improve Street cleaning - more
Mixed Use development at vacant space south 
of Cape Fear Memorial Bridge

Diversity (young, middle age, seniors, disabled)
Mixed Use development for vacant lots located 
south to the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Security cameras for traffic control

Parking permits for residents Residence
Tax credits to refurbish homes located between 
Castle Street and Dawson Street

Restaurants along Castle Street Parking permits for 3rd Street residents
Tax credits to refurbish homes to encourage 
investment (typical throughout city)

Arts along Castle Street Street lighting - decorative similar to upper Park
Entertainment along Castle Street Hwy. 17 - remove

Brick streets - expose bricks for speed control
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Free trolley Park - convert Hilton parking lot to a park Retail
Low residential density - maintain Brick Streets - restore brick streets Grocery

Small park: 5th Avenue and Chestnut Street
Bike access - better bike pedestrian access 
throughout Better public community schools

Kenan Fountain - at current location Riverwalk - finish to Cape Fear Memorial Bridge Rebuild Hilton
Keep blue house at Front Street and Orange 
Street

Pool - fill in old pool located at northwest 
intersection of Wooster Street and 3rd Street

Move WWII monument to terminus of Princess 
Street

Open river access along Riverwalk
Overhead utilities - move all overhead utilities 
underground is street is torn up for repair Bury all power lines

Bikeway - preserve

Parking - expand restrictions on parking 
adjacent to CBD - area between Orange Street 
and Craig Alley/5th Avenue to River More public art

Canopy trees
3rd Street - restore median to original size - 
south of Market Street.

Safe and friendly kid playground at 5th Avenue 
and Chestnut Street

Free parking on Castle Street
17th Street: remove "business 17" designation 
from Market Street and S. 3rd Street Convert old Coke site to loft-style apartments

Dram Tree Park: public green space Old Coke site: convert or tear down
17th Street: remove "business 17" designation 
from Market Street and S. 3rd Street

Maintain low density housing preserve existing 
neighborhood

Park: upgrade park at 5th Avenue and Chestnut 
Street

Restore large median to S. 3rd Street and return 
to 2-lane 

Keep open space on vacant land south of USS 
North Carolina Road and river Kenan Fountain: restore lower level Reduce speed limit on S. 3rd Street to 20 mph

Brick Streets - restore brick streets
Convert Dawson Street and Wooster Street to 
New 17 Business

More brick streets Complete Riverwalk from bridge to bridge
Waterfront park - at vacant lots south of Cape 
Fear Memorial Bridge
Free Trolley - expand free trolley to Castle Arts 
District
New bridge- parallel to Cape Memorial 
Bridge/better acoustics/low noise
Bike and pedestrian access
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Events More events Downtown Sports Team
Community Arts Center Sports activities on the river Concerts (huge)

Bikeway Bike rentals
Bring Industry that pays good wage to keep 
college kids

Mom and Pop businesses Add bike racks Promote tourism

Farmer's Market
Make Market Street safer from a traffic and 
pedestrian stand point Industry for all skill levels

The Art Marketplace Visitor Center (tie to multimodal) Industry for all education levels
Tourist Attractions Cleanliness of outer neighborhoods Reach full potential

Ghost Walk
Underground power lines for Water Street, Front 
Street, 2nd Street to look like 3rd Street information more readily available

Pub Craw Grocery store Free wifi in downtown

Film Carolina Farming
County and City work together for the good of 
the people

Horse Trader Joes Better and more efficient services
Walkability Whole Foods
Urban environment State owned vacant buildings refurbished
Diverse populations Outreach for economic development
Keep low profile Incentives for refurbishing old buildings

Moving from river to keep open view of river
Use Bailey's Theater Park and Bijou Theater 
Park 

Boxing center
Look at parking to ensure we have adequate 
parking

Riverwalk Computer controlled parking
Traffic control
Move 17 bus out of downtown
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