Violence Reduction Initiative # 5
January 22,2014 | CFCC Union Station

Sponsored by Wilmington Chamber of Commerce

Presenters:

Connie Majure-Rhett, CEO of Chamber

District Attorney, Ben David

D.C. Virgo Principal Eric Irizarry

Jana Jones Halls, CEO of Blue Ribbon Commission on Prevention of Youth Violence

Wilmington Mayor Bill Saffo

A principal priority of the Chamber for this year was announced as supporting the Cape Fear
Future Initiative for the work of the Blue Ribbon Commission on the Northside; and, specifically,
the work at the recently reopened D.C. Virgo Middle School that promotes “excellence in the
kids in that community.”

District Attorney Ben David noted that much progress had been made in enriching the learning
experience for kids on the Northside and much more efforts are needed, including continuing
assistance from the private sector. He noted that poverty and lack of structure were the two
key barriers for our youth and that more programming is needed. He specifically asked for
support for the “Summer Enrichment Initiative” at the school.

This specific request was for funds to add the BELL (Building Educated Learners for Life)
Program as a summer enrichment initiative for D.C. Virgo. This would be done in partnership
with New Hanover County Public Schools and area non-profits, including Dreams, Kids Making It
and the Community Boys and Girls Club.

The BELL Program recognizes that much of the academic gain accumulated over the nine
months of regular activity gets lost over the summer for at-risk kids at a significantly greater
rate than others. The activities of the BELL Program are designed to close and limit this gap.

The cost of this program is $75,000 annually. Businesses were asked to make contributions to
make this happen.

Wilmington Mayor Saffo noted that education is the single most important way to break the
cycle of incarceration of our youth, and we need to start spending more on prevention and
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intervention, which, over time, will reduce our investment in societal decay, enforcement and

incarceration activities.

The group was asked to make financial contributions today for the BELL Program. Two
significant contributions were announced for this cause; $10,000 by Roundtree, Losee and
Baldwin and $5,000 by Monteith Construction.

The meeting concluded after a series of selections from the D.C. Virgo Youth Orchestra.
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